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SYSTEM-NAME External Interface Specification

Identifier 
(A unique identifier, e.g. EI20)

1. Source System
	System Name
	

	Description
	A couple of sentences or a paragraph describing the External Interface

	Source Contact
	Indicate the person(s) to contact for detailed information regarding this data source.

	Type
	Relational Database

Positional Flat File

Delimited Flat File

Java API

C API

XML File

Other (Indicate the type)

	Source
	Indicate the name of the directory, the database, …. here.

	Platform
	Indicate relevant platform information (e.g. the operating system, database vendor, magnetic tape, …) 

	Direction
	Indicate the direction of the transfer


2. Interface Characteristics

	Frequency
	Indicate approximately how often this interface accessed, e.g., once a week, 500 times a day, etc.

	Timing
	List and specific time requirements

	Sizing
	Indicate expected transfer rates, e.g., must be able to load X records per minute

Indicate number of records per transfer

Indicate estimated size of record (e.g. 100 bytes, 10K, …)

	Format
	Describe in detail the format of the transfer, e.g., XML DTDs, file record layouts, etc. The information in this section will vary depending on the interface specifics

	Security
	List known security issues, e.g., login required, firewalls, etc

	Other
	Indicate any other “good things to know.


3. Notes

List any "to dos", concerns to be addressed, …

List any important decisions made during the development of this interface.
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